
The Unfamiliarity of the Familiar: a fictional encounter with the Galata Tünel

Familiarity breeds contempt, while rarity wins admiration.  Apuleius

A straight tunnel, a sinuous city, a fictional story.  Something magical occurs when familiar elements collide 
in unexpected ways:  unfamiliarity is born.  Taking as a point of departure one of Istanbul’s most familiar 
elements, the funicular Tünel between Karaköy and Beyoglu, this project proposes a new narrative for the 
city, an extraordinary section of ordinary events.  Built in 1875, the underground funicular connects two places, 
two latitudes, two landscapes, two quarters.  Our proposal seeks to manifest the straight, tensioned line of the 
under ground tunnel in the above ground world of the everyday, dynamic city.  By projecting the funicular line 
upward, an unexpected line emerges - an appetizing section-cut through the Galata region where quotidian 
realities are juxtaposed in revealing ways. 

Within this context, the workshop reconstructs this 
straight line by dividing it into two elements, one 
below and the other above.  The below ground 
line - the Tünel itself - is imagined as a familiar, 
fictional literature piece, while the above ground 
line is a demonstration of imagined spaces, 
experiences, or emotions by the city dwellers 
above.  First dividing the fictional story and 
the Tünel length into 80 pieces, each of the 20 
workshop participants receives four fragments 
of the story plus four fragments of city dictated 
by the line of the Tünel.  Across four consecutive 
days, each student constructs recto-verso 
drawings of specific dimensions that relate the 
story fragments with the fragments of the city at 
the given points above the Tünel.  The exercise 
will produce 80 drawings that, exhibited together, 
re-invent the above- and below-ground worlds 
of Galata. 

As the final product, an interpretive model of the 
funicular structure will be installed in 1/20 scale, 
with respect to the true length and slope of the 
Tünel.  The cable ropes serve as the ‘ground’ for 
the exhibition, evoking the structural tension line 
of the funicular.  The 80 drawings will hang from this 
cable, reconstructing a new line of the city that 
follows the invisible line of the Tünel.  Underneath 
each drawing, the corresponding fragment of 
the familiar story is displayed on a separate sheet 
of paper.  The remaking of these three lines - the 
Tünel, the City, and the Story - gives birth to a new 
narrative never before experienced yet created 
from known and familiar elements.  
 

Finally, in making the drawings/images, this workshop emphasizes the various disciplines of the participants 
by encouraging that the work is a product of familiar knowledge within their various fields (for example: 
architecture: section drawings, art: emotion drawings, graphic design:  advertisements drawings, etc).  From 
this, the desire of the workshop is to emphasize the role of the imagination that emerges when familiar elements 
are brought together.  This creative act will function as a demonstration to the multiple ways a city can always 
be a new magical place.
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Carolina Dayer of Mendoza, Argentina, is currently a PhD candidate and a Graduate Teaching Assistant 
at Virginia Tech’s Washington-Alexandria Architecture Center (WAAC), located in Alexandria, Virginia, USA.  
Her research, teaching, and original work center on investigations and demonstrations of the role of the 
imagination in architectural drawing.  She has composed and instructed several courses and design studios 
utilizing explorations through drawing to pursue theoretical questions of the material imagination.  Her doctoral 
work focuses on the intersections between the literary practice of magic realism and the material imagination 
in architectural drawing.  Additionally, Carolina has published, lectured internationally, and organized 
symposia on matters of the imagination and drawing practices, collaborating with leading scholars in the 
field.  Her personal work has been exhibited in Argentina and in the United States.

Jonathan Foote, Ph.D is currently a Visiting Faculty member for California Polytechnic State University (Calpoly) 
at Virginia Tech’s Washington-Alexandria Architecture Center, located in Alexandria, Virginia, USA.  His 
research, teaching, and creative work focus on the process of translation between an architectural idea 
and its realized construction.  He has published and lectured internationally on matters of fabrication theory 
from the Renaissance to today.  Additionally, as a leader in the field of design/build education, Jonathan 
has conducted international, invited workshops and has acted as a prominent visiting critic and lecturer 
both locally and abroad.  He maintains a small Atelier that explores the margins between sculpture and 
architecture.   

Berrin Terim of Izmir, Turkey, is a PhD student at Virginia Tech’s Washington-Alexandria Architecture Center and 
she works as a teaching assistant in the same school.  She graduated from Penn State University in 2012 with a 
Masters in architecture. She completed her bachelor of architecture degree with a rank of 4 at Izmir Institute 
of Technology. She worked as an intern architect in the office of Aga Khan Award winner Han Tumertekin and 
has entered several national and international competitions where her team received honorable mention in 
the Izmir Opera House competition. Her research area is in history and theory of architecture and with a focus 
on architectural representation.


